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A ‘Yes’ Vote on the Safe Roads Amendment Guarantees Critical Protection of Our Infrastructure  
 
October 27, 2016 
 
The Editorial Board of the Chicago Tribune recently called upon voters to turn down the Safe 
Roads Amendment on this year’s ballot in favor of letting lawmakers restrict their own spending 
activities on a self-imposed, as-needed basis. It certainly goes without saying that, in an ideal 
situation as laid out in the editorial, elected officials would adhere to the budget each year and only 
spend funds as allotted. Yet, as the Editorial Board accurately points out, this is not the case in 
Illinois where, “state and local governments have regularly skimmed that money to cover other 
expenses.”   
 
In fact, this skimming has resulted in the diversion of more than $6.8 billion in funds earmarked 
for transportation to other uses over the past 12 years. As a result, half of the state’s highways and 
4,200 bridges have deteriorated to poor condition—a predicament that the Metropolitan Planning 
Council estimates will cost an additional $43 billion in funding over a period of 10 years to correct.   
 
The Editorial Board misconstrues the intent of the Safe Roads Amendment by noting that “road-
building” should not be prioritized at the expense of other needs. The Safe Roads Amendment 
does not prioritize roads above expenditures related to education, social services and healthcare—
it simply ensures that our failing infrastructure receives the level of attention and investment that 
it desperately needs while preventing future collateral damage and ballooning costs from 
impacting Illinois taxpayers.   
 
Thirty states within the U.S. already constitutionally protect transportation funding, and yet in 
Illinois, there are no such protections. It’s time for voters to take control of this issue by voting 
YES on the Safe Roads Amendment to stop irresponsible spending practices that strain our 
economy, jeopardize our safety and endanger our quality of life.  
 
Suzanne Zupec, President 
Lake County Transportation Alliance 
http://www.lcta1.com/ 
 
 
About Lake County Transportation Alliance: 

Lake County Transportation Alliance (LCTA) is a public-private advocacy group created to raise 
awareness and build consensus on development and implementation of short and long-term 
transportation goals and objectives in Lake County, Illinois. Through its efforts, LCTA works to 
sustain and enhance Lake County’s high quality of life and provide tangible benefits to the 
community, including quality job retention and creation, capital investment, economic diversity, 
and promote sustainable economic growth. 

http://www.lcta1.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-illinois-election-referendum-roads-recorder-clerk-1019-md-20161018-story.html
http://www.lcta1.com/
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